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ABSTRACT
This study examined the symptoms of posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) in sexually abused children. 
Sixty-seven children volunteered to participate in this 
study. Of the 67 children, 33 (26 female and 7 male) were 
sexually abused and 34 (22 female and 12 male) were 
nonsexually abused. Several instruments were employed to 
assess the severity of the symptoms of PTSD including the 
Children's PTSD Inventory, the Child Behavior Checklist, 
and the Children's Depression Inventory, as well as 
others. The results of this study showed that sexually 
abused children have more symptoms of PTSD than 
nonsexually abused children. Early diagnosis and 
treatment of PTSD in children is extremely valuable 
because of the long term affects of childhood sexual 
abuse.
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